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AGUIDE TO BUYING PROPERTIES IN THE SUN

Montenegro, the world’'s newest independent nation,
is very keen to encourage visitors back to its alluring
shores. With recent troubles overcome there’s never
been a better time to go and its virtues are many and
various for holidaymakers and property buyers alike.

Potted History

I write ‘back’ to its shores but one
thing this veritable jewel of the
Adriatic hasn’t lacked in the last
1,000 years is visitors. A short sail
from Italy, the Venetians settled its
coastal regions in medieval times and
contributed to its rich heritage, not
least of which are the two beautiful
UNESCO-listed towns of Kotor and
Perast.

By the 1980s tourism was a
mainstay of the economy and the
country, then part of Communist
Yugoslavia, enjoyed a reputation as a
playground for the rich and famous.
Exclusive resorts such as Sveti Stefan
boasted visits from film stars and
royalty.

After a hiatus characterised by
economic decline, instability and a
dramatic slump in tourism brought
about by the break-up of Yugoslavia,
Montenegro is back on its feet and
promoting itself on the world stage.
The World Travel and Tourism

Council (WTTC) has rated it as the
fastest-growing tourist destination in
the world in the next ten years, but
much of that growth will constitute a
recovery to its former estimated half a
million visitors annually.

So what did the Venetians and what do modern day
visitors find so appealing about Montenegro, and what
has been done to enhance that appeal by the current
open-minded government? Further, what are the
opportunities and challenges facing property buyers in
this emerging market?

Fjords and Festivals

For holidaymakers, the principal natural attractions of
Montenegro are its climate, coastline, historic towns and
proximity to western Burope. Boasting a similar climate to
central Italy, its 199 km of coastline hosts numerous
stunning bays and beaches and English is widely spoken.

Of the coastal towns, several stand out as worthy of any
itinerary. At the head of the Bay of Kotor (Europe’s most
southerly fjord), enclosed by stunning defensive perimeter
walls and surrounded by dizzying mountains that seem to
crash straight down into the sea, is the town of Kotor.
Comparisons are often made with Dubrovnik in Croatia,
but these don't do it justice. Its possible to become lost in
the myriad of old cobbled streets and sun-drenched
plazas, discovering new Catholic and orthodox Christian
churches at every tuming, As the cultural centre of the
Montenegrin coast, Kotor has a range of interesting events,
from the Masked Camnival held in February (another
legacy from the Venetians), to the annual race around the
walls in March (not for the faint-hearted) and more
recently the Kotor Boat Show held in July.

Perast is an incredibly well-preserved medieval scaside
village with many old houses and churches. The two
islands just of its coast are amongst the most beautiful
sights in Montenegro, containing a church and a
monastery: the staple of local postcards.

Herceg Novi is the nearest seaside town to the Croatian
border, and benefits from being only a 20-minute drive to
Dubrovnik international airport. A green garden town, it’s
famous for its walled old town and annual mimosa
festival: an ancient pagan ritual, it culminates in a burning
model man representing the sins of the past year being
cast into the sea, freeing the citizens of evil.

Finally, the wild peninsula of Lustica, where the people










